WORSHIP OP THE HOUSEHOLD

hold gods, and like Virgil's Aeneas, typically pius
in all the meanings of the word, would * rouse
the slumbering flame upon the altar and gladly
approach again the Lar and little Penates whom
he worshipped yesterday' But this was perhaps
exceptional devotion, and the daily worship in
the normal household centred rather round the
family meal In the old and simple house the
table would be placed at the side of the hearth,
and, as the household sat round it, master and
man together, a part of the meal, set aside on
a special sacred dish (patella}, would be thrown
into the flames as the gods' portion Sometimes
incense might be added, and later a libation of
wine when images had become common, the little
statuettes of Lares and Penates would be felled
from the shnne (lararium) and placed upon the
table in token of their presence at the meal
Even m the luxurious, nmiy-w^
the imperial epoch, when the dimng-tabie was
far from the kitchen-hearth, a pause was made
in the meal and an offering sent out
household-gods, nor *tfotd
until the slave had ztoaliefe&ad announced that
the gods were favourable (deo$ propitios) so
persistent was "(to tradition of domestic
Prayef xrdgi)^ tfe raada at this powt
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